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Applicants respectfully submit the following written statement pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 

1.133. 

On July 28, 2008, Applicants' representatives, Matthew Madsen, David Marsh, and Lisa 
Adelson, participated in a personal interview with Examiner Katherine Salmon and Supervisory 
Examiner Ram Shukla regarding the captioned application. 

Applicants acknowledge and thank the Examiners for the July 28 Interview and for 
suggestions provided during the Interview. 

Applicants' representatives and the Examiners discussed all rejections of pending claims 
2, 6-8, 12-14, 19-21, 24-26, 32-38, 60 and 61. 

Applicants' representatives and the Examiners discussed the GenBank Accession 
Number AP000604 and U.S. Patent No. 5,474,796 (Brennan) references. 

During the Interview, Applicants respectfully drew the attention of the Examiners to 
priority document U.S. Application No. 60/155,422, filed September 23, 2008 ("the '142 
application"), where SEQ ID NO: 5272 (referred to as SEQ ID NO: 991 1 in the '142 application) 
was identified as a COL2 gene. 

During the Interview, Applicants respectfully noted that, at the time of Applicants' 
effective filing date, COL2 was known to be a member of the CONSTANS gene family, 
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showing homology to CONST ANS, which had been identified as a putative zinc finger 
transcription factor that promotes flowering. 

The Examiners acknowledged that a specific and substantial utility for SEQ ID NO: 5272 
may be found in the priority document and such evidence should be presented for 
reconsideration by the Office. Applicants thank the Examiners for this acknowledgement. 

The Examiners further acknowledged that a post-filing date publication would be 
considered as evidence that utilities stated in Applicants' specification and priority document 
were accurate. Applicants thank the Examiners for this further acknowledgement. 

The Examiners reviewed a proposed claim 12 and indicated that the amendments to 
proposed claim 12 to recite "about 30 to 300 nucleotide residues of a complement of the nucleic 
acid sequence of SEQ ID NO: 5272", would overcome the rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, 
written description and 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) over Brennan. 

Despite the absence of any request by the Office for amendment, Applicants offered to 
amend claims 19-21, and 24-26 to refer to "plant cell or plant" in order to facilitate prosecution. 
Likewise, despite any request by the Office, in order to facilitate prosecution, Applicants offered 
to amend claims 12 and 19 to refer to sequences with 98% identity. 

In response to the Office's objection to the form of claims 32-38 and in order to facilitate 
prosecution, Applicants offered to cancel claims 32-38. 
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